Maplewood Rock, Gem & Community Club

History — 1951 - 1971

The object of this society shall be to stimulaterest in the study of mineralogy and geology,
and the collection of agates, minerals and geodbgnaterials.

In 1951 the Maplewood Community Club gave permissmMr. C. Scheifelbein to form a rock
club as an auxiliary group.

At the first meeting Fred Shaw asked the help ahimers of the Everett Rock Club in
organizing the new club. Mr. George Frost, Mr. BcRobinson and Mr. Cowan offered their
assistance. Fred Shaw was asked to be Chairmauelention of officers and the by-laws could
be written. Jean Wilson was secretary-treasuietgm. Each person present paid twenty five
cents a meeting to build up the treasury.

The by-laws were written along the lines of the ie#eRock Club, and the name Maplewood
Rock and Gem Club was made official. At the Aprgeting in 1952, Fred Shaw was elected
President, Francis Anerich vice president, and Retiyuson, secretary-treasurer for the
remainder of 1952. There were 38 charter membet8dnonorary members. The
incorporation papers were filed in Olympia, in 1954

The Community Club charged no rent for the buildifigne rock club worked with them to
repair and clean the clubhouse.

In 1952 the Maplewood Rock and Gem Club joinedNbehwest Federation of Mineralogical
Societies. When the present Seattle Regional Ssmwmittee was formed the Maplewood
Rock Club was asked to join, the only one outsid€ing County invited to do so. The club felt
they were really on their way. The first RegioS8alow was held in the old Civic Auditorium.

Now the club needed an emblem or insignia. Mrle€elame up with the Maple Leaf design
and it became the permanent insignia.

The first annual banquet was held on January 183.19he first annual was published for this
occasion. The banquet and annual have becomely yradition with the club, with the officers
and board members being installed in office attihe.

Each year a game night was held to raise moneis Wds open to the public. Members
donated prizes of polished stones and jewelry.o &g club bought several nice prizes. Fred
Shaw borrowed a Bingo set from the American LegiBmgo was the big money raising project
of the year.

At times, Mr. Ed Cushman and various members wpulghase material for the club. This
rock, the members could buy at a slightly highestcto help with the finances. This was a big
achievement for the new club. Some of this monemfthe sale of these rocks and slabs was



used to buy a Raymaster Black Light Lamp. Fluaesoocks were donated by members and a
display case was donated by George McLeod.

In 1954 the office of secretary-treasurer was sspdr The task had proved to be too much for
one person. Ruth Ferguson was elected secretdrigd@ushman the treasurer.

The library was also established in 1954 and stavieh 23 books purchased by the club.
Members rented the books for twenty five cents migrand pins fines (for not wearing name
pins to meeting) of ten cents was applied towaedpilrchase of new books. This is still used
today to help finance the library. Today the dhas a very fine library.

As the club grew, a movie projector was boughtge for some of the programs, shortly after
that a short wave fluorescent light was added.eArS§s mimeograph machine was purchased to
print notices and banquet programs.

About this time the members were assessed fiftysoegch on their birthday, the money was
used to provide program and entertainment funds.

As the Community Club was slowly losing membersl 959 they decided to discontinue. A
decision had to be made then what to do aboutlthdcuse and grounds. With certain
restrictions for six years, they decided to turoviér to the growing and active rock club. They
hoped that the rock club would amalgamate and parate the two clubs into one. The
restriction would be that a board of both Rock Qtodmbers and Community Club members
would take care of the finances of the buildingddor a period of six years. In June Walt
Butterworth was elected chairman of this boardrdfioe Shaw, vice-chairman, William Davis,
acting secretary, and Carl Johnson the actingureas The board members were Fred Shaw,
George McLeod, Jackie Reid and H. O. Hutt as Sug@ref the club house and grounds. Billie
Butterworth succeeded Walt when he passed awa9aGh.1Mina Hutt became treasurer.

In 1960 the by-laws were amended to waive limitatd office of secretary and treasurer,
enabling Mina Hutt to continue for the six yearsl &h O. Hutt to continue as treasurer. Mina
served her term and H. O. was treasurer from 196019871, when he resigned.

On October 3, 1960, the name of the club becam®#mewood Rock, Gem and Community
Club.

In the latter part of 1961 it was suggested by Hewlih that the club hold a Bingo game to raise
money for the start of a workshop. In 1962 PenmydRs was appointed chairman of a
committee to investigate the feasibility of a wdr&p in the clubhouse. In 1963, President Bill
Pearce appointed Dick Caldwell and Clyde Gardiaghé committee. It was in that same year
the workshop was started and the initial instadlatf equipment was begun, by Clyde and Dick.
Perry Brooks taught the classes for many years.

The first rock and gem show ever held by the Mapleivmembers took place at the clubhouse
on November 3-4, 1962. Ed Hume was Presidentedinie and appointed Jim Johnston as the
first show chairman. Although the show was a ss€ceo show was held in 1963. Early in



1964 the members voted to have a show on Noventh&6 bf that year. Ed Hume was
appointed chairman of the show.

Since the early sixties, Ed Hume had been askingdlished slabs to reface the fireplace and
hearth. He wanted it to be finished by show tirh&d” he immediately set to work. Mostly
with the help of Dick Caldwell and Orville Ashlelye almost accomplished his goal. They
finished everything but the mantle and a little larag on the face of the fireplace. It was
completed after the first part of 1965 and the diad a beautiful new fireplace, thanks to Ed
Hume.

The attractive Maple Leaf that hangs above th@lfi@e mantle was constructed by the
Maplewood Jewelry Group. Under the leadership @di@ia Caldwell, Myrtle Hume designed
the leaf, Ed Hume donated much of the Agate amiejasnd Clyde Gardiner did much of the
sanding of the flat surface of the rocks. The memlwet the parts in silver and did the finish
work.

With these two handsome additions to the clubhanska great deal of work by the members,
the show was another success. The club has Hamlaevery year since then on the second
weekend in November. It was several years befa@dNbrthwest Federation recognized the date
as our permanent show date. It took a lot of peensace but we won the date.

In April of 1964, Herb and Eva Borth originated tdaplewood News, now the club’s official
bulletin. From that time on the bulletin has beeblished monthly with few exceptions. In
1967 the club purchased a new Gestetner duplieatha new electric typewriter to print the
bulletin, notices, special notices and banquet fanog.

In February of 1966, a committee was appointeddckwith the six year committee, the

thought in mind was to train them in the managenaeadtmaintenance of the building until the
rock club took over in October 1966. In Octob&6@ this board was dissolved and since then
the rock club has had complete control of the lmgjchind grounds. Mr. H. O. Hutt and Mr.

Dick Robinson worked closely on the amalgamatiosh iaorporation for the club. The final
amendments of the Articles of Incorporation werespnted to the membership to be voted on in
1970. They were passed and the club’s incorporat@s complete. It was the combined efforts
of Dick Robinson as Chairman, H. O. Hutt, Reubem@ti, Orville Ashley, Clint Maehl and

Bert Hayter that made this possible.

When the six year building committee was dissol@edmmittee made up of Herb Borth, Bert
Hayter, Orville Ashley and Bud Lischke was formdtiwas voted that the rock club and
building funds be kept separate. The building &italbe used only for repair and maintenance
of the clubhouse and grounds.

On December 8, 1966, the Public Utilities Distteridered an offer to buy a par t of the club’s
property west of the clubhouse. The club voteddoept after negotiating for several months.
The final papers of the sale were signed by DickiRson, H. O. Hutt and Herb Borth in April
1967.



The larger share of this would be put into a reséund for future maintenance and
emergencies.

This sale enabled the club to do some much neegedrwork. They paid for the sewer,
installed a new oil tank, bought new drapes, pdintad a torginol floor laid and constructed a
larger parking lot. All of this work was completbyg show time of that year.

Early in 1968 the club voted that the four buildogmmittee members should become members
of the board. It was felt since they attendedralboard meetings they should have a voice in
the club. This brought the number of board memtersne.

In October of 1968 Deane Warrick called a speadalrth and building committee meeting. It
was voted to purchase necessary fire extinguishets first aid kit. Funds were voted to
remodel the kitchen, storeroom, and workshop. g@dr&ing lot had been reconstructed a couple
of months before and the contractor working onRHé.D. had damaged it. | was voted to redo
it before the show in November. Since the worksivap not being used as much as it should it
was also voted to remodel it.

Early in 1969 Reuben Garnett appointed a workshgipt committee, Bud Lischke, Emma
Lischke and Perry Brooks. The object of the wodksls an interchange of ideas among
members, and enjoying the hobby together in the.shtowas hoped to interest members in new
phases of the hobby and to investigate otherseRuére formulated and Wednesday night was
set aside as workshop night. Members could corddesnn ho to grind and polish rocks, cabs,
etc. A small fee is charged for use of the equiptn@ basic silversmith’s bench was built, with
wiring for plug-ins so the metal workers could apsoticipate in the workshops. A jewelry class
was scheduled for the near future. Since therethave been several well attended classes.
Most of them required tuition but some of them hbagen taught free by other members of the
club.

A special meeting was called in March of 1970 weébards to limiting membership. It was
voted to limit the membership to 135. “Howeverth®é membership quota has been reach, the
spouse of a member upon fulfilling the necessagyirements, may become a member at the
discretion of the board.”

From the early sixties Georgia Caldwell had beamaeting the Maplewood Jewelry Group.
This was a very popular and active group, so it ma@sy chance that it graduated to the big
leagues and became the Puget Sound Creative Je&sugldy In August of 1970, the
Maplewood Club and the Puget Sound Creative Jev@lild co-hosted the annual Jewelry
Workshop at the Maplewood Club House. This isramual affair held alternately in British
Columbia and the United States to draw hobbyisth®two countries together to share their
talents and special techniques in handling metaddapidary materials. It drew enthusiastic
metal craftsmen from as far away as San Jose o@ahfto the south, to Chilliwack, British
Columbia to the north.

On Sunday afternoon during our 1970 show, abouttyvéve rockhounds from British
Columbia attended the Maplewood Gem and MineralnShbhe special occasion was the initial



presentation of the INTERNATIONAL ROLLING ROCK torack and gem club in the United
States. The rock was presented by Mr. Doug Caohtie Maple Ridge Club of Haney,

British Columbia and was accepted by our Presidgst, Hayter in behalf of the Maplewood
Rock, Gem and Community Club. The purpose of MIEHRNATIONAL ROLLING ROCK is

“to encourage and promote fellowship among rocklkswf our two countries.” The Rock is to
be retained by a club for two or three months thmeled” back across the Canadian-United
States border. In rolling the Rock, the club pagsi on should pay a visit to the club receiving
it. The Maplewood Club was proud to be choserfiteeone of the clubs in the United States to
receive the honor.

On Saturday, February 13, 1971 the INTERNATIONALIROING ROCK was “rolled” back
across the border. It was presented by Presidantis Woodiwiss to the Fraser Valley Rock
and Gem Club of Aldergrove, British Columbia. Td@rere about 20 members of our club that
accompanied him for the presentation.

Our Federation Director, Frank Tratnik was chairroathe Regional Committee that sponsored
the American Federation Show this year at the €ofisin Seattle. The membership was busy
helping all year to get the show ready for Laboy Be&ekend. Everyone agreed it was the
largest and best show ever held by the Americarifaéidn and we were part of it. It was the
years of planning.

At one time Georgia Caldwell had an active Juniosup but it has been on the inactive list for
some time. Georgia had the time but the juniods'tli

The Maplewood Club has potlucks four times a y&8drere is an excellent workshop room and
running very smoothly. Various classes are befifeyed on workshop nights. New books are
regularly being acquired by the library. Fielggiare well planned and well attended. The
interesting and informative bulletin is printed nidy. The club belongs to the American
Federation of Mineralogical Societies, the Northinesderation and the Seattle Regional Show
Committee. It participates as much as possib&ash of them. Our own Annual Show has
reached the point where it doesn’t seem it coulariproved upon, but time will tell. Money
raising affairs are made as interesting as possibleing the year many interesting
demonstrations are offered to the members.

Because of these many activities and hard workpnembership has grown. We are being
heard. We are creating an identity that will stath us for many years. All we have to do, is to
keep up the good work.

This “Oktoberfest” is to celebrate our twentiethtiday. It is our way of thanking the founders
and early day members of the Maplewood Rock, GeinGommunity Club for making all this
possible.

The purpose of this “Oktoberfest” is twofold. We also honoring Mr. H. O. Hutt, who has
served the club so many years as treasurer andvssgreof building and grounds. He has given
untold hours in the supervision of the maintenangeair, rentals and finances of the club. We



are sorry to lose him in these offices. A big vot¢hanks to Mr. H. O. Hutt and to Mina for
sharing him with us!

To all our guests and friends — Come back and sexten.

1971 — The first purpose and object for which #ssociation is formed shall be: To foster and
develop the scientific education of members in ggwl mineralogy, gemology, and kindred
subjects: to promote the social life of its mensbetio have dinner meetings and gatherings of a
social nature of its members: to do whatever glag be necessary to promote the interests of
the members of the corporation: to establish aaohtain a club room and headquarters for the
meetings of the club and meetings of the officeid @rector, and for the transactions of
necessary business to promote its purposes: 4e &l acquire real and personal property
which may be necessary for promoting the objectaaf corporation and otherwise furthering
its purposes in social, recreational and educdt@actavities.

All material as taken from the minutes of the Magled Rock, Gem and Community Club.

October 1971



